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Chief of Mlselon, Frankfurt Infot COK 

OperaUoiul/CAaT /CADOftT/CADRO lt/CARBOtfXlM^ tl O 
Q Report on SSD Cenaorahlp Methoda 


X. ^ .Zl MS debriefed OaDROIT on 3 Deoenber X 9$3 
OB aetbode eapXojed bf SSD oeoeerehlp ImteXIetloBS (AFAi> • Aat 
fbor Antl-Diaelaretieohe Seaduum)* Hie report wui anbeeq^ueaUj 
iSSiiW io bAHUniCEXEy turn headed it over to the 

vnderelgned later in the aontb. 

2. Ibe report vet ariginallj delivered to 
for hie uve» end elmXteneooeljr coplee were olreuXated aaong the 
OUkRT eeetl^ idthin GAmUMj end to irndh other pertiee ee have a 
direei intereet in these setters. 

3* Slnee it is felt that certain details of the operetiM 
■etbode eaplo^ bx SSD eeneors segr be of intereet, coplee of the 
ttaaeleied report are belnc forvarded hereslth for the Infomatloo 
and dlspoeltloa of the reeipiente. 
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Source wee up to the tiwe of her z'iight e lett«r«opener in the 
Goerllt* A? AS (Af'A'* - Aat ruer Anti*De»ol aretle< tfw Seaduoteo ) omce, 
end wee eooaeqveatly en ei^I^e of the sdn with~ the renlt of Oefrelter 
(prlTete flret claee). She la 18 yeere old end nakc* e laeiceily fevor- 
ebXe InpreMion. Her sUUneats «ppe4ur to be credible end ere oonTinolng. 

She cleine that ehe beoene an employee in AlAH In 1P50 at e tine 
whcfi idse had been without work for e coneldcrabxe period oi time. Without 
realising that ehe wea dealing with an official of the S5C, she was told 
that she would be taken into the postal servloe. 

The Ooerlits Af AS office is located in a se|Murete part of the 
Qoerlits post office. Its saployses are outwardly poetal workers^ but 
KT% aonetheless subordinate to the S5D. At the beginning, part of their 
salaries was paid by the postal administration, the r em a inde r after deduc* 
Uons was then renittrd to them by maU. At the present time, payment of 
oas^s entire salary Is msds by the S5D« 

The foUoving persons btXonf to the ofi'lolal activities of an AfA5 
of flea I sorters, openers, readers and copyists. 

Expsrlaoosd sorters develop with praotice an acute sense of touch. 

They supposedly can asosrtaio by a carsoxy' exterior ezaainatioa of letters 
with their hands that the contents probstbly coosist of printed matter (or 
*inflemmatory propaganda*, as source calls It). .In the largest censorship 
office, Berlin N L, to which source was detailed for a period, an axperleoced 
sorter can pick ont some 300 pieces of printed matter a day. The coodltlons 
which betray letters picked out In this meaner are their being too thiek, too 
th in, or too smsoth ubieh makes these pleoss of mall eoaspicuoms. Scuroa 
menU.ofied as an axample that in normal letters the letter paper must usually 
be folded In order to oonform to the shape of the envslope. friatsd matter, 
on the eontrery, lies flat in the enralope. It ie therfore reeomsmnded that 
printed natter on one side be provided with a special fold. Further, the 
qpssstlon of addresses and bandwriting plays a large role In the prooess of 
sorting. *nrofesslonsl" haadwriting almost always fails into the clutches 
of the "snooper* mho sopervlaes the oeneors, and nearly always sucoessfuUy 
(i.e., there is propaganda or other Illegal material In the envelope}. 

Source stated in a ocdvincing fashion that she recognised the handwritiJig 
of a somber of pieces of nail pleesd befors hsr (at ths tlms of hsr debrief* 
ing by CABRQZT). As a mattar of fact, in one ease the hendwriting was that 
of a woman Who had been active for (OAlMiOZT) for ^te eome time, and mae 
knoea to Hr.-(me»iber of the CaIAOXT staff). It also appsars certain that 
too frequent use of refined ha;idurltlng le suspicious, and that tbs happy 
medium lies bstiween truly prlmltivu and refined handwritliig. Sonroe also 
reoowmsnded that greater use be made of the term "Fsmily" both in addresses 
end return addresses. In addition to the neoeesary improvement in the 
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quality of 0 ur coeuwiil cations, It js also worthy of our consideration 
that addresses without the first naro bo per/’.ltted o{;ly as a last 
reaort. 

The Ietter*(^eners In tl;j: iioerxits office work at tables, ti'ic 
surface of which haa spaced holea, 'ienaath there is a heater with water 
which la constaatly In op-j^ratlo^. . cio:,:. pl3c»r< between the stoaa and 
the letter to be opened assures the Lnlfcu'r effect of the atean# 

Kxperlenoed openers c^n unseal uotm 100 letters at hour* The aupreme 
coanaikbfteat for all openera ia that they leave no trace of their taaperlog* 

In this process they euat proceed wi th extreme caution* lurthemorc, all 
seals w>-tich have been paat^ on eust be rsplaoed in their proper place* 
Saeslopes which are dasaced in openluf; :iust be destroyed, Those which 
san be opened only vlth great dlfflciJty or not at all axe on the other 
hand forwarded w5thcut any censorship* Source sie;ttic.to as examples , 
sovelopaa the glue of contains fish derivatives or egg whites* 

Thla ie doubtloas a- indication of the poaaJbiiity of obtaining; coirespood- 
Ing enveXepaa at least for oar special letters* Alao long and ov«r«siaed 
eneelopes alsoot certainly escape censorship, since t!>.e proceas of opening 
theai is too tedious and coirpllcated* Letters are, re^sraied tflUt paste, 
and thereafter placed brief!:/ under a presr In order to retao e the tell’- 
tale waves In the paper caused by the stean. fievertheless, if you hold the 
front of the envelope up to strrng lishi, you can under certain dreuwstanoes 
recognltS the inpreaslon of the letter which was lyinf oa top of it. The 
use of atrlps of $;uKWd paper was not custonary la CoerXit&, and furtherwore 
was unknown to the source c^f this report. Charts lanpa are In use only lii 
the larger Af'AS offices av.ch as ■ - ‘sden, for example* 

there is nothing particular to be said about the reading and evaluation 
of letters* Objectionable pasra^es are of course routed to the attention of 
the tiSD^ iooree oXains to know that In special cases, if they be? lees they 
have atnshled upon the track of an sspion^ or reslstanos group, letters 
are forwarded in order not to arouse any suspicion of surveillance either 
in the sender or the recipient. 

a poeslbllity worthy of ncatioa Is lepresented by tho oawouflage of 
special letters as ^ve letters^** These normally pass through unopened* 

They fall into the clutches of ihe censors only when the openers eviooe 
a direct persoMal interest In thorn* Letters of condolence are now gensrally 
openad, allagodly becavse of their fre^ueut use by v^t Ocrlin organl sat loos* 

Xnterestlnr also was the statonent made by source that in Cosrlltg 
letters forwarded by the night deliveries were not usually censored because 
of lack of tine end personnel* The question rsnalns open Whether It also 
bolds true for other cities, and whether or not our pe^e. If the oooaalon 
should arise, ought to be given this piece of advice, to use late evetilag 
bours as well as Saturdsys and Sundays for posting letters* Spselsl delivery 
and registered letters are likewise censored* 
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Jb9 m^in probleift oX tbe \Mn» oAil cenAorehip iM ihe iMCk oX 

ptroomial* thior«tle&IIy all pl«ce8 of mail aro «up,o«ocI to ba canoorad* 
tTndvr pr«a«nt circiuBtt«aaoes, ^:ovc)vel', thia ie not poaaXblo* Tho paopla 
•nployed ara regularly subjected to schooling and tralolng* Within the 
poet offioe building, the regular postal eepl^rees $hm the personnel of 
the ms orrioe. 



